
 

 
 

Blackstone Valley 
United Methodist Church 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

61 Linwood Avenue 
Whitinsville, MA 01588 

508-234-2275 
 
 

 

First Sunday In Lent 
March 13, 2011  10:00AM  

 

+ + +  
 

Our Mission is to change people's lives 
through a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

+ + +  
 

~WE GATHER AS GOD'S PEOPLE~ 
Greeting of Peace 

Lighting of the Altar Candles 
 

Opening Song            “This is the Day”               #657 
 
Call to Worship 
L: The Creator has planted earth's garden for us;  God bids us to 
 come and care for it. 
P: In our worship and in our work, we join with all creation to 
 celebrate God's gifts. 
L: Every morning we rise in God's steadfast love;  every evening 
 that love sustains and protects us. 
ALL: We are here to receive once more from God's hand, so we can 
 be responsible care-givers each day. 

 
Hymn          “Because He Lives”               #364 
 
Opening Prayer 
 God of love and mercy, we gather today from different places – 
both of location and life experience.  Some of us arrive content, others 
muddled and fractured, still others somewhere in between.  God of love 
and mercy, at the beginning of this Lenten season, we pray for a 
willingness to be held in all that we are.  We come daring to believe that 
in your embrace joy and hope arises anew.  Amen. 
 
This Week at Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church 
 
A Time for the Child in All of Us                                     Ingrid Murphy 

(Children may be dismissed for Sunday School) 
 



 
Offertory          “Hallelujah (Your Love is Amazing)” 
            by Brown and Doerksen 

 
Doxology                      #95 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 Thank you, God, for providing so bountifully for our needs and 
for equipping us to minister in your name.  Above all, we are filled with 
gratitude that you sent Jesus to minister among us, accepting us where 
we are and leading us on grace-filled paths toward the way of 
righteousness you intend.  We offer with our treasure our renewed 
obedience to your purposes.  Amen 

+ + +  
 

~WE LISTEN FOR GOD'S WORD~ 
 

Anthem             “I want to Stroll Over Heaven”    by Randy Travis 
                                                                             Soloist Shannon Wheeler 
 
Reading of the Word 
 Hebrew Scripture   Genesis 2: 15-17; 3: 1-7 
 Gospel   Matthew 4: 1-11 

 
Hymn                 “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”            #2051 
 
Message                  Rev. Michele Ewers 

+ + +  
 

~WE RESPOND TO GOD'S GRACE~ 
 

A Time for Prayer              Lee Ducharme 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 

+ + +  
 

~WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD~ 
 

Hymn    “You are My Hiding Place”                        #2055 
 
Sending Forth 
L: Hidden in the deep mercy of God, 
P: further opened by the friendship of Christ 
L: and enflamed with the encouragement of Spirit, 
All: let us go into this new day and season alive to ourselves and 
 others, and awake to the possibilities of God.  Amen 

 
 

Closing Song         “My Redeemer Lives”                 Insert 
 

+ + +  
 

Bringing the Light into the World 
 
 
 
 

Opening Prayer, Sending Forth: 
From Seasons of the Spirit. 

Call to Worship, Offertory Prayer: 
From Fresh Winds of the Spirit by Lavon Bayler 

 
 

Other Lectionary Readings 
Psalm 32 

Romans 5: 12-19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


