
First Sunday Of Advent 
November 28, 2010 10:00 AM 

+ + +  
Our Mission is to change people's lives through 

 a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
+ + +  

~WE GATHER AS GOD'S PEOPLE~ 
Greeting of Peace 

 
Opening Song       “Marching to Zion”            #733 
 

Lighting of the Altar Candle 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
Child: Dear God, today I light a candle for hope in our world. 
 May it burn brightly and warmly in our hearts. 
L: Enflamed by your expectant love, we gather, O God, willing to 
 be stilled, yet willing to be moved. 
All: We come, so our lives might continue to be enlarged by you  
 in greater fullness, kindness, and joy for the living. 

 
Hymn               “Light the Advent Candle”             #451, vs. 1 
 
Prayer of Confession 
L: Creator God, we confess we can be an impatient people used to 
 instant delivery. At times we forget how waiting can give birth 
 to a needed patience and a greater appreciation of our many 
 blessings. Heal and forgive us, we pray. 
P: Generous God, we confess we can be an ungrateful people 
 who often presume upon your goodness and the goodness of 
 others. In the grasping for life, we forget the beauty of the 
 giver and by doing so our hearts become dry and listless.  
 Heal and forgive us, we pray. 
All: All embracing God, we confess we can be calculating people,  
 more concerned for outcomes beneficial to us, rather than 
 seeking the genuine well-being of others. In this, we allow 
 life to become a transaction, not a discovery; a possession to 
 keep, not a holy encounter to share. Heal and forgive us, we 
 pray. 
  

Words of Assurance 
 
This Week at Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church  
 
A Time for the Child in All of Us  

 
Offertory              “I Love You, Lord”          #2068 
 
Doxology                   #95 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 All that we presently are and all that we yearn to be, we offer 
this day, O God. Receive these gifts with our gratitude and praise and 
may their use truly express our desire to be a people of good heart and 
free spirit. Amen. 
 

+ + +  
~WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD~ 

Anthem           “Road to Zion”      by Perta 
 
Reading of the Word 
 Hebrew Scripture  Isaiah 2: 1-5 
 Gospel   Luke 1: 26-38 

 
Hymn    “In His Time”           #2203 
 
Message                 “All I Want for Christmas is Hope”     

Rev. Michele Ewers 
 

+ + +  
~WE RESPOND TO GOD'S GRACE~  

A Time for Prayer            Kim Nadreau 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.  Amen. 
 



 
+ + +  

 
~WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD~  

 
Hymn             “Lord, Listen to Your Children”          #2193 
 
Sending Forth  
L: Into the waiting time we go, open and ready for the days ahead. 
 Into the listening time we go, attuned and attentive for voices 
 of hope. And into the seeing time we go, alert to the unfolding 
 presence of love. 
P: Now may the grace of the Promised One, the love of God who 
 calls all things into being and abiding friendship of the Holy 
 Spirit, lead, uphold, and strengthen us, now as always. Amen. 
 

 
Closing Song         “Amazing Grace”            #378 

 

+ + +  
 

~BRINGING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD~ 
 

Advent Candle Lighting, Prayer of Confession, 
Offertory Prayer and Sending Forth are from: 

Seasons of the Spirit. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


