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Our Mission isto change people'slivesthrough a
relationship with Jesus Christ.

+ + +
. BI aCkStOne V al I ey ~WE GATHER AS GOD'S PEOPLE~
United Methodist Church Greeting of Peace
Opening Song “1 Will Call Upon the Lord” #2002
Lighting of the Altar Candles

Call to Worship based on Psalm 65

All: Thewhole of creation worships asone.

Women: the strong mountains girded in might,

Fay Men: the splashing waves of the roaring seas,
Py Women: the sunrise and sunset: gateways of the day,
% Men: the rivers of power full of life,

Women: the grain of the land prepared for humans,

Men: and the workers who furrow, sow, and harvest the
earth,

Women: the pastures of wildernessin all their joyful bounty,

Men: the valleys decked with grain singing together.

L: Thisisthe great diversity of creation, and like the great
diversity of the community, each one of us has equal
worth in God's eyes.

All: The whole earth shouts and sings together.

Hymn “How Great Thou Art” #17

Opening Prayer

Spirit, with abundant dreams and imagination shape us; with
lavish love towards each other re-create us; with indiscriminate grace
lead us into worship. May we speak words heavy with justice that this
community becomes a testimony to the open, welcoming, generous
gpirit of Christ. Amen.
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Stewar dship M oment Jeff Allard
Offertory “ A New Heart I'll Giveto You” insert
Doxology #95

Offertory Prayer

Y ou have dealt wondroudly with us, gracious God. We have
gathered to praise you and to join in efforts to share faith with one
another and with the world. Through our offerings, we wish to extend
the witness made here into our neighborhoods, and, in ever-widening
circles, to the ends of the earth. Bless and multiply our efforts, we
pray. Amen.

+++

~WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD~

Anthem “1 Heard Your Words Before You Spoke Them
by: Charlie Ewers

Reading of the Word

Epistle 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18

Gospel Luke 18: 9-14
Hymn “ Open Our Eyes’ #2086
M essage Rev. Michele Ewers

++ +

~WE RESPOND TO GOD'S GRACE~
A Time For Prayer

TheLord sPrayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth asit isin heaven. Give us
thisday our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver usfromevil. For thineisthe kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.

+++

~WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD~

Hymn “ Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness’ #2120

Sending Forth

L: Be glad and rgjoice in God's wondrous works! Praise God
whose spirit blesses and empowers us!

P: God forgives our transgressions and answers our prayers.
God ddliversus from pretense and false pride.

L: God stands by us to grant support and strength. God is the
ever-present source of hope and healing.

P: God rescues us from evil attack, from thelion's mouth.
God iswith usin times of suffering and loss.

L: Return to your homes justified, praising God. Return to your
world, proclaiming good news for al to hear.

ALL: All whotrustin God are strengthened and blessed; to God
betheglory forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Song “ Grace Alone” #2162

++ +

~BRINGING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD~

Call to Worship, Opening Prayer: from Seasons of the Spirit
Offertory Prayer and Sending Forth: from Gathered by Love
by Lavon Bayler

Other L ectionary Readings:
Joel 2: 23-32
Psam 65




