
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost  
August 23, 2009  10:00 a.m. 

+  +  +  
Our mission is to change peoples’ lives 
      through a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

+  +  + 
~WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE~  

Greeting of Peace 
 
Prelude          “Allegro/Minuet”         Beethoven  
                   Flute Duet by Danielle Wilson and Bridget Murphy  

 
Lighting of the Altar Candles 

 
Call To Worship 
L: A leader of the Christian Church once prayed in this way to 

God, “You stir humanity to take pleasure in praising you, 
because you have made us for yourself, and our heart is 
restless until it rests in you.” Let us be still and at rest before 
we call upon the name of our God. 

Left: At home in the kindness of God, we come to be restored,  
 we come to be changed. 
Right: At peace in the welcome of Christ, we come to be restored,  
 we come to be changed. 
All: And at one with the Spirit of Love, we come to be restored,  
 we come to be changed. 
 
Hymn                             “Standing on the Promises”                     #374 
            
Opening Prayer: 
Holy One, full of compassion, we commit and commend ourselves to 
you, in who we are, through how we live and by what we know.  Be 
the goal of our journey and our rest by the way.  Let our souls take 
shelter from the turmoil of complex thought beneath the shadow of 
your wings.  Let our heart, this sea of restless waves, find peace and 
homecoming in you, O God.  Now and always.  Amen. 
 
This Week at Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church 
 
 A Time For The Child In All Of Us 

 
Offertory                 “I Thought About You Lord”        Willie Nelson
    
Doxology                  #95 
  
Offertory Prayer 
May our giving add strength to the witness of your church as we 
humbly seek your truth and lovingly share it.  Ready us to proclaim the 
gospel of peace in our homes, in our places of work and leisure, 
throughout our community and the world.  Keep before your people 
the awesome mystery of faith.  May its power overcome the cynicism 
of our skeptical, self-serving age, uniting us in the disciplines that are 
freeing and discipleship that is amazingly fulfilling.  Amen. 
 

+  +  + 
~WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD~ 

Anthem                         “Rock-a My Soul”                          Traditional 
 
Reading of the Word   
  Epistle  Ephesians 6: 10-20 
  Gospel  John 6:56-59 
 
Hymn  “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”    
                   African-American 
 
Summer VBS          Karen Colonair 
 
Message                                            Rev. Michele Ewers 

+  +  + 
~WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE~ 

 
A Time For Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 



 
 

+  +  + 
 
~WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD~ 

 
Hymn                  “When the Saints Go Marching In”                 Insert             
 
Sending Forth 
L:     Take a prayerful spirit into your everyday world.  God will 

listen and respond to your prayers. 
P: We pray for all God’s saints engaged in ministry.  All of us 

are ambassadors for Jesus Christ. 
L: You have good news to share with a needy world.  God will 

open up to you the mystery of the gospel. 
P: We trust in God to lead and guide us in truth.  Happy is 

everyone who trusts in God. 
L: Happy are those who look to God for strength.  All who dwell 

with God will go from strength to strength. 
All: God grants abundant life to humble doorkeepers.  We will 

do our part to extend God’s reign.  Amen. 
 
Closing Song          “I’m Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table”     Insert                    

 
 
 

~Bringing The Light Into the World~ 
 

Call to Worship, Opening Prayer from 
 Seasons of the Spirit.  

Offertory Prayer and Sending Forth are taken from  
Led by Love by Lavon Baylor.  

 
Other lectionary readings for Today: 

1 Kings 8:22-30, 41-43 
Psalm 84 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


