First Sunday In Lent
March 1, 2009 10:00 a.m.
+ + +
Our mission isto change peoples' lives
through arelationship with Jesus Christ.
+ + +

~WE GATHER AS GOD’ S PEOPLE~
Greeting of Peace

Prelude

Lighting of the Altar Candles

Call ToWorship

Left: Hereisthejourney, that moves beyond where we are now.
Come, trust the God whose journey it is. Come, and trust in
the steadfast love of God. ThisisLent. Thisisthe journey.

Right: Hereisthe journey, for al who long to travel. Come, for God
makes known love' s path, and invites us to follow trusting in
the steadfast love of God. ThisisLent. Thisisthe journey.

Left: Hereisthejourney, for al those who want to know truth.
Come, thisisthe way of salvation and we wait for God' s call
into steadfast love. ThisisLent. Thisisthe journey.

Right: Hereisthe journey that takes us further than we have been
before. Come, for God leads the humble into what is right,
surrounded by the steadfast love of God. ThisisLent. Thisis
the journey.

*Hymn “Are Ye Able’ #530

Opening Prayer:

The journey is uncertain, the destination is known, and its outcome is

challenging to body and soul, but we travel in your steadfast love, O

God. Hold us. The story is not yet complete, the travelers not yet

arrived, the horizon not yet crossed, but we trust your steadfast love, O

God. Call us. Thefootprints are before us, the distance isfar, yet there

is alight out front, and we live in your steadfast love, O God. Travel

with us. Amen.

ThisWeek at Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church

Offertory “ Jesus Name Above All Names’ #2071
Doxology #95
Offertory Prayer

We remember your steadfast love and mercy, which have removed our
shame and drawn us into covenant with you, O God. Through these
offerings we give thanks to your patience and loving kindness. Direct
these gifts toward the realization of your purposes for us. In Jesus
name. Amen.

+ + +

~WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD~
A Timefor the Child in All of Us

Reading of theWord

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
Hymn “Let’s Sng Unto the Lord” #149
The Message Rev. Michele Ewers
+ + +

~WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE~

Cdebration of the Sacrament
Invitation Pg 12

Prayer of Confession

We come to you, O God, an unfaithful people. We have sinned
against you and done much that is evil in your sight. The shadows of
sin dominate us, and our secret faults separate us from the light and
knowledge of your presence. Have mercy on us, blot out our
transgressions, forgive our inequity, and remember our sin no more.
Purge us and we will be clean, wash us and we will be purer than new
fallen snow. Grant us, O God, a new and right Spirit. Amen

Pardon

The Great Thanksgiving



TheLord’ sPrayer

SharingtheBread & Cup “ Amazing Grace” #378
+ + +

~WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD~

Hymn “1 Could Sing of Your Love Forever” Insert
Sending Forth:
L: Go forth to live as covenant people this week, for God is

everywhere present and available.
P: We would be led in God’s ways, devoting our selves to self-
examination and growth.

L: Reenter the everyday world, where Jesus walked, learning from
the example lived among us.
P: We dare to walk in the power of Christ’s resurrection,

claiming our baptism as God’s beloved children.

L: Reoice in the Spirit's empowering gifts, for God will enable
your ministry.

All:  Thanksbeto God for opportunities to make a differencein
theworld! Amen.

Closing Song “ Spirit Song” #347
~Bringing The Light Into the World~

Call to Worship, Opening prayer from Seasons of the Spirit.
Prayer of Confession, Offertory Prayer, Sending Forth from “ Whispers of God by
Lavon Bayler

Other Lectionary Readings for Today:
Genesis9:8-17
Psalm?25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22



