
 
First Sunday After Christmas  
December 28, 2008, 10:00 a.m. 

 
+ + + 

 
Our mission is to change peoples’ lives  
  through a relationship with Jesus Christ 

 
+ + + 

 
~WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE~ 

Greeting of Peace  
 
Opening Song                 “Come Rejoice In God”                      #2017 

 
~Lighting of the Altar Candles ~ 

 
Call To Worship  
L:  Praise God, angels in heaven; praise God, you creatures of 

earth! 
P: Praise God, sun and moon; praise God, all you shining 

stars! 
L: Praise God, rushing waters; praise God, you fish in the sea! 
P: Praise God, fire and hail; praise God, you snow and frost! 
L:  Praise God, animals and cattle; Praise God, you creeping 

things and flying birds! 
All:  Praise God, young men and women; praise God, old and 

young together! 
 
Hymn                  “How Great Thou Art”                  #77 
 
Opening Prayer 
Our eyes have seen your salvation, O God, and we come to give you 
praise. Your presence among us is a long-awaited gift – for us and for 
all creation.  May the reality of this divine gift be greater than our 
human expectations as we receive this gift anew today.  Amen 
 

 
This Week At The Blackstone Valley UMC 
 
Stewardship Moment                    Derek Plourde 
 
A Time for the Child in All of Us 
 
Offertory Anthem         “God of Wonders”   
 
Doxology                               #95 
  
Offertory Prayer 
As the parents of Jesus brought sacrifices to honor you, O God, we 
want to give our best for the witness and outreach of your church.  
May you be honored in all that we do, not just in today’s gifts.  May 
our daily work praise you, and our family lives glorify you, and all our 
hopes and dreams reflect your will for us.  Amen. 
 

+ + + 
 

~WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD~ 
 
Anthem                  “People Get Ready”         
 
Reading of the Word  
  Gospel:  Luke 2: 22-40 
 
Hymn                         “What Child Is This”                          #219 
 
The Message                             Rev. Michele Ewers 
 

+ + +  
 

~WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE~ 
 
A Time for Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 



 
 
 
 

~WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD ~ 
 

Hymn                “Jesus, Name Above All Names”               #2071 
 
Sending Forth 
 
L: The world awaits the gift of love. 
P: We will go forth with the love of God. 
L: The world awaits the gift of forgiveness 
P: We will go forth with the grace of Christ. 
L: The world awaits the gift of friendship 
P: We will go forth together in the Spirit. 
L: Go, and know that God’s Spirit has gone before you. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
Closing Song           “Joy To The World”                             #246 


