Christmas Eve Family Service
December 24, 2008, 7:00 p.m.
+++
Our mission isto change peoples’ lives
through arelationship with Jesus Christ
++ +

~WE GATHER AS GOD’ S PEOPLE~
Greeting of Peace

Opening Song  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” #234
~Lighting of the Altar Candles and Advent Wreath ~

Lighting of the Christ Candle Affirmation of Faith

L: We believe in love which is conceived in the heart of
God, nurtured in afaithful human womb, and bornin
labor and sighing to enter every reality of our life.

We believe the Christ child will be with us.

We believe that ordinary people like us can dare to look
in homely places to find a Child of God whose precious
lifeisin our handsfor cherishing and celebrating.

We believe the Christ child will be with us.

We believe that, in aworld of struggle and violence, there
can indeed be peace and joy, born again in God and
stirring into fragile life when our hearts are lifted in hope
thisnight. Aswe light this Christ candle,

P: we believe the Christ child will be with us.
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Hymn “ Kings of Kings’ #2075

Opening Prayer

The birth of the Christ will bring us into a circle of love, inviting
us outward into a world which waits in longing for peace and
holding us inward to travel into the deep places of our souls. The
birth of the Christ will bring usinto acircle of love, calling us on
to be the bringers of good news for our day, cherishing us with
care and with the eternal hope of new possibilities. The birth of
the Christ will bring usinto a circle of love taking us by the hand
to walk towards abundant life and touching us on the forehead in
gentleness. Amen.

Offertory Anthem “ One Small Child”

Doxology #95

Offertory Prayer

The shepherds came that first night to see the newborn child, and
offered their hearts in worship and praise. So we come bringing
our gifts to you this night, Jesus Christ. Receive them and bless
them in ways beyond our imaginng and make your love red

among those who are in need. Amen.
++ +

~WE LISTEN FOR GOD’ SWORD~

Anthem “ Immanuel” arr: Ray Boltz
Reading of the Word
Gospel Luke 2: 1-20
Hymn “ Angels We Have Heard on High” #238
The Message Rev. Michele Ewers
+++

~WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE~
Christmas Prayers of the People
The CandleLighting

Carol “ Slent Night” See back of Bulletin



Silent night, holy night, all iscalm, al is bright
round yon virgin, mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Alleluial
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, loves pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing,
Alleluial To our King;
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!



