
 
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 14, 2008 10:00 a.m. 
 

+ + + 
 
Our mission is to change peoples’ lives 

 through a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

+ + + 
~WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE~ 

 
Greeting of Peace 
 
Prelude      

 
Lighting of the Altar Candles 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Prayer:  God, you gave us Jesus, and the story of Jesus is for the 

   whole world.  May we light this candle and may the flame 
   remind us of Jesus who brings joy to everyone.  Amen. 

 
Hymn                      “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”           #240 
 
Opening Prayer 
O God, we long for you, we long for peace, we long for love.  We wait 
in excitement for your party when we can celebrate your coming into 
the world.  Today may we find time to rejoice, and show the world 
what we believe: that you are taking on flesh and our waiting will soon 
be over.  Amen 
 
This Week at Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church 

 
 
Offertory Anthem    “Here I Am To Worship”            
    
Doxology                                                    #95 
 
Offertory Prayer 
May our gifts be as generous as your provisions for us, O God.  Use 
them to bear witness to the light you sent in Christ Jesus.  Move us and 
all people to prayer, rejoicing, and thanksgiving. As we administer 
these offerings for their best possible return, keep us faithful to your 
purposes.  Amen. 

+ + + 
 

~WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD~ 
 
Anthem        “O Holy Night” 
 
Reading of the Word 

 Epistle  1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24  
 Gospel  John 1: 6-8, 19-28  

 
Hymn                              “Shout To The Lord”                             Insert    
    
The Message                Rev. Michele Ewers 
 

+ + + 
 

~WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE~ 
 
A Time for Prayer  
 
Lord’s Prayer  
 

+ + + 
 



~WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD ~ 
 
Hymn                           “Trading My Sorrows”                          Insert        
                 
Sending Forth 
L: God is close, 
P: and we will rejoice. 
L: The world awaits, 
P:  and we will rejoice. 
L: Incarnation is soon, 
P: and we will rejoice. 
L: The prophet speaks, 
P: and we will rejoice. 
L: God is restoring our fortunes, 
P: and we will rejoice. 
L: We shout with joy, 
P: and we will rejoice. 
 
Closing Song                        “Forever”            Insert 
 
 
 

~Bringing the Light into the World~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


