First Sunday Of Advent
November 30, 2008 10:00 a.m.

++ +
Our mission isto change peoples’ lives
through a relationship with Jesus Christ.

+++
~WE GATHER AS GOD’ S PEOPLE~

Greeting of Peace

Opening Song  “ Come, Now Is The Time To Worship” Insert

Lighting of the Altar Candles

Advent Call to Worship

This morning we will be using a contemporary Celtic caim to dedicate
our worship space to the Advent journey. A caim is an encircling
prayer that the Celts used to affirm God’'s presence and potection
wherever they went. Once people have gathered, | will journey around
the space encircling the sanctuary with a lit candle leading the prayer.
Please repeat each line after me. The encircling will finish at the place
where the Christ candle will be placed. | invite the congregation to
face meas| move around the sanctuary.

Hymn “ Change My Heart O God” #2152

Opening Prayer

Our cry isone of longing, O God, for a restored relationship with you.
Aswe enter the Season of Advent the longing is at its greatest. It can

be hard to find you in our world, yet we believe you are here with us,

renewing all that is broken. Come among us and, in flesh, abide with

us, that we may witness your presence around us, and be filled with a
new vision for your world.

ThisWeek at Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church

A TimeFor The Child In All Of Us
Lighting the Advent Candle

Offertory “ Jesus, Lover of My Soul”

Doxology #95

Offertory Prayer

We regjoice, O God, in the gifts of your Spirit that offer us productive
and fulfilling lives. As we exercise our generosity, touch us with new
awareness of sisters and brothers you call usto love. May our gifts and
prayers lift them and us into true partnership in your service. Amen.

+++
~WE LISTEN FOR GOD’ S WORD~
Anthem “ The Potter’s Hand”

Reading of theWord

Psalter: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Gospel: Mark 13:24-37
Hymn “Open Our Eyes, Lord’ #2086
The Message Rev. Michele Ewers

Community Youth Handbell Choir Carolyn Mitchell

+++
~WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE~

A Timefor Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

+++



+++

~WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD ~

Hymn “Glory To God” #2033
Sending Forth

L: Into the shadows of the world,

P: with thelight of God, we go.

L: Into the fear of the world,

P: with the assurance of God, we go.

L: Into the chaos of the world,

P: with the calm of God, we go.

L: Into the despair of the world,

P: with the hope of God, we go.

L: And may the Child of Peace surround us, the Spirit of Truth

guide us, and the God of Life call us, into the light now and
aways.

Closing Song “ My Redeemer Lives’ Insert

~Bringing the Light into the World~



