
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
August 31, 2008  10:00 a.m. 

 
+  +  +  

          Our mission is to change peoples’ lives 
 through a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 
+ + + 

~WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE~ 
 
Greeting of Peace 
 
Opening Song       “Come, Now Is the Time To Worship”        Insert 
                      

Lighting of the Altar Candles 
 
Call To Worship                                                  
L:   Take off your shoes, for the Holy Mystery is in this place. 
       Take them off to draw closer to God’s earthy presence. 
(Pause for people to remove their shoes.) 
       As you take them off, remove as well the barriers to seeing and    
       hearing.  Remove the perception that you must be someone else or  
       something more to know holiness.  Remove the idea that you must  
       journey somewhere else to be in sacred space. Remove the “to do”  
       lists, the list of failures, the protection goggles that keep us from  
       seeing things.  Come and rest awhile in God’s place. 
All: Let us clear the way; let us get ready for God! 
 
Hymn                             “Walk With Me”                          #2242           
 
Opening Prayer: 
O God, we have lots of our own ideas and wisdom about how to serve.   
Yet we also want to fall in line behind you. We want to follow your 
lead, hoping to live your healing actions, pass your word on down the 
line. We seek to love in the way you love. We listen now for your 
direction. We watch now to follow your gestures. Teach us in this 
worship.  Amen.  
 

 
This Week at Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church 
 
Offertory                       “Every Move I Make”   
 
Doxology                                                    #95 
 
Offertory Prayer 
We give our best, O Lord.  As a covenant people, we seek to do our 
part to witness to your will and way.  As we give, help us to perceive 
more clearly what you would have us do with the wealth entrusted to 
our management. As we contribute to the needs of the saints, we 
present our whole selves as a living sacrifice to you.  O Lord, direct us 
according to your will.  Amen. 

 
+ + + 

 

~WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD~ 
 
A Time For The Child In All Of Us                  
             Hebrew Scripture Exodus 3: 1-15   
 
Anthem                    “Be Not Afraid”              arr. Bob Dufford        

 
Reading of the Word 

Epistle   Romans 12: 9-21 
  
Hymn                                “I Love You Lord”                   #2068   
 
The Message                                                 Rev. Michele Ewers 

+ + + 
 

~WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE~ 
 
A Time for Prayer  
 
Lord’s Prayer  
 



+ + + 
 

~WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THELORD~ 
 
*Hymn                              “I Have Decided”                          #2129 
 
Sending Forth 
L:   We have heard the story of a voice and a bush.  We have heard the  
       story of a suffering love and resurrection.  We hear the story of a   
       companion Spirit in whom fire dances and tongues are loosed to  
       birth the church.   
P:   Now, O Lord, we go out to walk in truth and serve our God. 
      We go out and come back in the name of the great “I Am.” 
      Clear the way; we are ready for God! 
 
Closing Song           “They’ll Know We Are Christians”             #2223 
 

~Bringing the Light into the World~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


