
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 In her book Kneeling in 
Jerusalem, Ann Weems has a poem 
titled, “Put Away The Tinsel.” 
  Lent!  
     The highlight of the Christian year is 
Easter, the day of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Lent is the forty-day season of 
preparation for Easter. Lent always 
begins on a Wednesday, called Ash 
Wednesday.  
     But why forty days? Traditionally it is 
believed that Jesus fasted and was 
tempted in the wilderness for forty 
days. So Lent , then, is our time of 
fasting, prayer, temptation and 
repentance. And although Lent is not 
required anywhere in the scriptures, it 
has been a custom Christians have 
practiced for the last two thousand 
years. Historically, the focus of Lent has 
always been threefold: 
    1.  It was a time to prepare converts 
for Baptism on Easter Sunday. 
    2. It was a time for Christians to 
review their lives and renew their 
commitment to Jesus. 
     3.  It was a time for “backsliders” to 
be restored to the faith. 
 Lent is a time for “putting away 
the tinsel and taking down the 
Christmas tree”; a time for serious self-
examination, a time spent in prayer and 
in seeking forgiveness; a time in which 
we eventually “find ourselves in the 
courtyard where we must answer 
whether we know him or not.” Simply 
put, Lent is a time to take a good, hard 
look at ourselves, our relationship with 
God and our relationship with others.  
 How will you prepare for 
Easter, the awesome day of Jesus’ 
resurrection? I challenge each of you to 
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do something positive as you prepare to 
once again commit yourself and invite 
Jesus into your life. Visit someone who 
is homebound. Call an old friend. Send 
cards of encouragement. Write a letter 
to someone telling them how much they 
mean to you! Read scripture. Tell those 
around you how much you appreciate 
and love them. Pray daily for others. 
Attend worship weekly. Look for Jesus 
in everyone one you minister to, in 
everyone you work with, in those who 
sit next to you at worship, even in those 
people you don’t especially like! And ask 
above all that God change your heart 
and makes it ever true, that God makes 
your heart  more like Jesus’. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
 Rev. Michele 

When Lent comes,  
     you have to put away the tinsel; 
You have to take down your Christmas 
tree, 
     and stand out in the open … vulner-
able. 
You either are or you aren’t. 
You either believe or you don’t. 
You either will or you won’t. 
And, O Lord, how we love the stable and 
the                     
     star!      
When Lent comes the angels’ voices begin               
     their lamenting, 
And we find ourselves in the courtyard 
where    
     we must answer 
whether we know him or not. 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Summer seems to be the time most of us tend 
to pick up that book we’ve had hanging around 
all year and have really wanted to read. Even at 
the bookstores you see tables piled high with 
suggested summer reading! 
 

Well, I finally picked up a book that I’ve had on 
my “to read” list since April. It  is one of those 
books that maybe only a pastor might be 
interested in – however – as I read I quickly 
found myself intrigued! The title of the book is I 
Refuse To Lead A Dying Church! The author, Paul 
Nixon, takes a look at the existing problem that 
many mainline denominations are facing these 
days - declining membership and worship 
attendance. In the book he names six choices 
that church leadership can make that will 
transform them, and in turn their church and 
the community. 

 
The choices are intriguing: 

 Choosing Life Over Death 

 Choosing community Over Isolation 

 Choosing Fun Over Drudgery 

 Choosing Bold Over Mild 

 Choosing Frontier Over Fortress 

 Choosing Now Rather Than Later 

In the chapter on “Choosing  Fun” he tells 
about how, when they opened a new facility, 
they flooded the nearby neighborhoods with 
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post cards and other publicity that invited 
people to come visit and asked folks the 
question, “Are you having fun yet?” Some 
church members complained about this 
question, said that it “trivialized the church’s 
purpose” but in the first weeks they were 
open hundreds of people flooded into their 
building and into the on going life of the 
church. 

 
As I have been reading Nixon’s book, I have 
also been praying about what we are being 
called to do now that we have this new 
building! I don’t believe that the Spirit 
inspired and moved us to build Faith Hall so 
that it remains empty most of the time! I do 
truly believe that God has a bigger plan for 
us here at BVUMC! What I am struggling 
with, praying about, is what that plan is! 

 
At the beginning of the summer I invited all 
of you to pray! I believe that it will only be 
through prayer that we will discern what 
purpose God has for us and this new 
beautiful space. So pray on, Church! Pray, 
reflect, dream and let the Spirit into your 
heart! Above all, let Church Council know if 
the Holy Spirit has touched you! 

 Blessings, 

  Rev. Michele 



 

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

Food for Thought 

 
“Just one word more—please steal time every day, 
if your cannot find it any other way, to lie on the 
grass, or in a hammock, under a huge tree this 
lovely month…and RELAX.  What a tonic this is for 
the soul!  What a rest for weary nerves!  Our 
husbands, children, friends—yes, and the nation—
will profit by our relaxation.  The greatest need 
today is for calmer homes, and no fireside can be 
calm unless its guardian is at peace with the world.” 

 
Good advice, wouldn’t you say?  It comes from Nell 
B. Nichols and was given in the summer of 1924. 

 
The more things change, the more the stay the 
same.  I urge you all to take his advice.  I plan to.  I, 
personally, will not be planning extra activities for 
the month of August.  I hope you join me for some 
much needed R&R. 

 
I have plans forming in my head for the fall, so get 
ready.  For now, I think I’ll head for the hammock. 

Peace, 

Lee 

 
Book Study will meet every other Tuesday from 
7:15PM-8:30PM.  Come and join us on August 12 
and August 26. 

SUMMER FELLOWSHIP 

Bowling and Pool 
Saturday, August 2 from 7:00PM-9:00PM 
Sparetime Recreation RSVP to Carolyn Mitchell 
 
Ice Cream and Mini Golf 
Thursday, August 7 at 7:00PM 
West End Creamery 
 
Golf 
Saturday, August 9 
RSVP to derekplourde@charter.net by August 4 if 
you are interested 
 
Blackstone Valley Community Concert Band Free 
Concert 
Saturday, August 9 at 7:00PM 
Sutton Town Common 
 
Lunch 
Sunday, August 10 after church 
The Valley Café, Church St. Whitinsville 
 
Fishing 
Tuesday, August 19 at 7:00PM 
RSVP to derekplourde@charter.net 
Meet in the church parking lot and help pick a 
location 
 
Purgatory Chasm 
Saturday, August 23 at 10:30 AM 
RSVP to lauralplourde@charter.net 
Take a hike and then gather for a picnic lunch.    
 
Check the bulletin each week for more information 
about Summer Fellowship opportunities.  For more 
details on any event, please contact Laural Plourde 
at 508-278-9518. 

FREE KID’S LUNCH PROGRAM 

Free Kid’s Summer Lunch Program sponsored by 
Peace of Bread Community Kitchen on Wednes-
days through August 20th 2008.  Noon to 1:00pm.  
Free lunch, crafts and games.  Children of all ages 
are welcomed.  Under age 16 must be accompa-
nied by adult.  If you would like to help make 
lunches, volunteers gather at 10:30 on Wednes-
days at the Peace of Bread Community Kitchen. 
 Please contact Rev. Michele (508-234-2243) if you 
are interested in helping. 

mailto:derekplourde@charter.net�


 

 

Someone in our congregation has been working 
tirelessly behind the scenes planting flowers, 
mulching, seeding, watering, mowing and killing the 
dreaded weeds.  Our sincere thanks go to Glen 
King, our landscaper extraordinaire.  He surely is 
our good and faithful servant of this summer. 

G O O D  A N D  FA I T H F U L  
S E RVA N T  

S T E WA R D S H I P  

We have accomplished much and our next chal-
lenge is to find ways for all of us to pay off the 
$300,000 mortgage that we have on our new build-
ing.  The Capital Campaign is still in full swing and 
will not end until the mortgage is paid.  Bette and I 
were talking about how we could come up with 
another donation to the new building, and we 
agreed that we need to scratch our heads and find a 
way to do it.  All of the sudden I heard on the news 
that President Bush had passed a new economic 
stimulus package that means that all of us will be 
receiving $300 to $600 apiece, depending on our 
status.  “There you go,” I said to Bette—“That’s 
where we’ll get the money for our next donation.”  
It’s money we never would have had in the first 
place.  Now tell me that prayers aren’t answered?  
Thank you, Lord. 

Now I’ve got just one more prayer to our Lord and 
Savior—and that prayer will be that all of us here in 
this place (where the Lord truly is) will find it in our 
hearts to take this gift from our President and share 
as much of it as we can with the Lord by a donation 
toward our new building. 

Thank you, 

Bob Marseglia 

S U N DAY  S C H O O L  N E W S  

The 2008-2009 Sunday school year for children in 
Preschool (ages 3-4) through Grade 5 will begin on 
September 14, 2008. 
 
Our Welcome Back Sunday will include the 2nd 
Annual Teddy Bear Picnic.  This will be held 
immediately following Sunday school and church 
service on September 14.  There will be more 
information to follow. 
 
Registration for Sunday school classes will be held 
on 3 consecutive Sundays, August 24, August 31, 
and September 7. 
 
All students need to have a newly completed 
registration form for the new school year.  The 
forms will be available at the registration table 
which will be located outside Faith Hall on the 
dates listed above.   
 
The Sunday school program is always looking for 
new teachers and helpers.  Helping a class or 
helping during a special event are volunteer options.  
If you feel helping the children grow in their faith is 
part of your calling, please contact Susan Wood.  
Any time you have to offer in youth ministry will be 
welcome. 

C H R I S T I A N  L OV E  A N D  
S Y M PAT H Y  

Our Christian love and sympathy goes out to Marion 
Castinguay, on the death of her mother Nema Galle-
gher; and to Ruth Avedisian, on the death of her 
husband Andy. 

 



 

 

1.  Paula La Flamme 
     Randy Belseth 
2.  Ryan Belseth 
     Diane McKeon 
     Richard Leighton 
3.  Howard Anderson 
     Gabrielle Wood 
4.  Gregory Steele 
5.  Ty Wollen 

7.  Melanie Bagaglio 
8.  Bruce DeLang 
     Loren Andrews 
9.  Mark Hanny 
     Bev Wheeler 
     John Jeskevicius 
10. Ruth Avedisian 
13. Ellie Lloyd 
      Grant Brown 
      Nicholas Hull 

14. Dick Hanny 
15. Judith Ammen 
      Bill Brown 
18. Jeff Wheeler 
      Beverly Morse 
      Patricia 
Whittaker 
21. Glenn Ellis 
23. Taylor Hanson 
24. Cassie McKeon 
25.  Albert Bergeron 
26. Ted Cammarano 
27.  Beverly Palmer 
28. Jacquelyn (Jackie) Gilliam 
      Jim Muscatell 
      Olivia Muscatell 
31. Alyssa Marszalkowski 

Celebrat ions 

August  B ir thdays  

Please help the Communications Team keep 
the Birthday/Anniversary list up-to-date.  
Should you notice an error or omission, 
please let us know. 

August  Anniversar ies  

2.   Bonnie & Steve Mochun 

3.   Howard & Ruth Anderson 

14.  Peggy & Steve Codner 

16. Helen & Russell Pimentel 

19. Paul & Carolyn Mitchell 

      Tim & Jennifer L’Italien 

21. Sherri & Patrick Grazulis 

27. Guillaume & Maria (Mitchell) deSyon 

Congratulations – to Allison and TJ Wollen on the 
baptism of their daughter Maya on July 20th 

Congratulations! 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
8AM AA Meeting 
 
7:00PM-9:00PM 
Bowling @  
SpareTime  
Recreation 
 

3 

10AM   

Sunday Worship  

Blue Bag Sunday 

 
4:30PM Prayer Shawl 

4 5 
 

8PM AA Meeting 

6 
 

7PM Resound  

    Rehearsal 

7 
 

7PM Chancel Choir 

 
7PM West End 
Creamery 

8 9 
8AM AA Meeting 
 
Golf time TBD 
 
7PM Concert on 
Sutton Town  
Common 

10 

10AM   

Sunday Worship  

 
Lunch after church 
at The Valley Cafe 

 

11 12 
 
7:15 PM Women’s 
Book Study 

 
PM AA Meeting 

13 
 

7PM Resound  

    Rehearsal 

14 
 

7PM Chancel Choir 

15 16 
8AM AA Meeting 

17 

10AM   

Sunday Worship  

18 19 
 
7PM Fishing 

 
8PM AA Meeting 

20 
 

7PM Resound  

    Rehearsal 

21 
 

7PM Chancel Choir 

22 23 
8AM AA Meeting 
 
10:30AM  Purgatory 
Chasm 

24 

10AM   

Sunday Worship  

25 26 
 
7:15 PM Women’s 
Book Study 
 
8PM AA Meeting 

27 
 

7PM Resound  

    Rehearsal 

28 
 

7PM Chancel Choir 

29 
 

7PM Chancel Choir 

30 
8AM AA Meeting 

31 

10AM   

Sunday Worship  

 
6PM Power of Praise 
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Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 55  

61 Linwood Avenue 

Whitinsville, MA  01588 

Our Mission is the change peoples’ lives through a relationship with Jesus Christ 

PO Box 55 
61 Linwood Avenue 

Whitinsville, MA  01588 

Rev. Michele Ewers, Pastor Office:  508-234-2275 
             Parsonage:  508-234-2243 

Email:  rev.michele@verizon.net 

Diana Hoover, Admin. Asst Office:  508-234-2275 

Email:  BVUMC@verizon.net 

Office Hours:  Wednesday—Friday 8:30 AM—12:30PM 

Website:  www.whitinsvilleumc.org 

Communications Team 

Peggy Codner & Sue Thompson 
Phone:  508-234-8070 / 508-234-1230 

Email:  pscodner@juno.com / susanothompson@charter.net 

 

B l a c k s t o n e  V a l l e y  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

 

Return Service Requested 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

 

Permit # 19 
Whitinsville, MA 

01588 


	From The Pastor’s Heart 

	Special points of interest:

	In this issue:

	Our Mission is to change peoples’ lives through a relationship with Jesus Christ

	February 2008

	The Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church

	From The Pastor’s Heart 

	Special points of interest:

	In this issue:

	Our Mission is to change peoples’ lives through a relationship with Jesus Christ

	August 2008

	The Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church

	GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT

	STEWARDSHIP

	Celebrations

	August Birthdays

	August Anniversaries

	The Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church

	Blackstone Valley United Methodist Church



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



